[SAMPLE] RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE THE NATIONAL BIO- AND AGRO- DEFENSE FACILITY

WHEREAS, protecting public health, security and the environment are among basic tasks of any local government and in the mission of ______________ and to ensure public health, quality of life and economic development in the City of [INSERT CITY/COUNTY OR ORGANIZATION NAME];

WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security is seeking to site a proposed National Bio- and Agro- Defense Laboratory in Butner, Granville County, at the Umstead Research Farm; 
WHEREAS, the siting of the proposed NFAB facility would result in the importation, infection of test animals and study of foreign animal diseases, including Foot and Mouth Disease, Rift Valley Fever, Nipah and Hendra Viruses, and Japanese Encephalitis, which can be carried off site in stormwater, inadequately treated wastewater or in aerosols;

WHEREAS, for several of these diseases there is no effective treatment and the only possible means of control is quarantine and slaughter of all animals that may have been exposed;

WHEREAS, in addition to the homes and farms within 10 miles of the site in Granville, Durham and Person Counties, there are within 1.5 miles of the site more than 6,000 residents without the ability to flee from exposure after a possible release, including mental health patients, surgical patients and federal prisoners, as well as more than 6,000 Butner residents, with over 800 public school and daycare attendees;

WHEREAS, in the event of a reported potential release, it will be extremely difficult to evacuate these and other humans close to the site, and it may be decided that quarantine is required to prevent further spread of any disease organisms;
WHEREAS, the general conditions in this and other proposed mainland sites would be readily conducive to transmission of these diseases and plans for the facility do not include real time monitoring for organisms in wastewater, stormwater runoff and ambient air around the facility, with the result that a release may not be detected until any infections have begun to spread in the community;
WHEREAS, the proposed Butner site in North Carolina would send its pre-treated wastewater to the South Granville Water and Sewer Authority to be discharged to Knapp of Reeds Creek, an arm of Falls Lake, the principal Raleigh drinking water supply, and that drinking water supply reservoirs for Durham (Lake Michie) and Butner (Lake Butner) are within 1 mile of the proposed site;

WHEREAS, an escape of biohazardous agents could result in substantial economic damage to livestock producers, and the risk of such an event can be expected to reduce real estate values and suppress other economic development;

WHEREAS, the record of the current foreign animal disease lab at Plum Island, New York indicates a history of failure of systems to contain organisms, security failures and exposures of workers to dangerous diseases;

WHEREAS, at laboratories around the world handling bio-hazardous materials is proliferating with little or no coordination, and the combination of human error, inadequate oversight and maintenance, and ease of security breaches presents a growing threat to public health and safety; 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by ____________________ [INSERT CITY or ORGANIZATION NAME], for and on behalf of [INSERT NAME OF ORGANIZATION OR CITY], does hereby state that it is opposed to the siting of the National Bio- and Agro- Defense Facility at the proposed site in Butner, NC.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that _________________  [INSERT CITY OR ORGANIZATION NAME] expresses deep concern at the siting of this facility at any mainland site surrounding which conditions would be conducive to spread of dangerous animal and zoonotic diseases.
Signed this day, _______________[DATE]_____________________, by 

______[SIGNER]_____________________________, 

_______[POSITION]_________________, of 

_______[ORGANIZATION OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT]_______________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Please send a copy of your final resolution when passed to Michael@nobio.org.
THANK YOU!

Granville Non-Violent Action Team, Bill McKellar, coordinator

